
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are committed to raising standards and one area in which we will continue to do this is in writing. 
Our staff have undertaken training about how to help improve children’s writing skills and we now 
want to put these new ideas into practise. 
 
In addition to daily Literacy lessons, every week we will hold a 1 ½ hour session dedicated purely to 
writing (1 hour by the end of Year 1) in which children will develop 4 main aspects of their writing – 
Vocabulary, Connectives, Openers and Punctuation (known in school as VCOP).  Half of this session 
will be fun games and activities which focus on these writing skills and the other half will be the ‘write’ 
itself.  During the ‘write’ children listen to music, candles are lit and it is a chance for children to write 
without interruptions.   
 
As part of the preparation for this session, which is known as Big Writing, pupils will be given a Talk 
Homework. The idea of Big Writing is that if the children can’t say it, they can’t write it. We need to 
encourage the development of language and listening skills in order to develop children’s writing 
ability. Talk Homework is an approach developed through Big Writing that promotes the development 
of such conversations. 

Your child will be given a slip of paper most weeks, on a Tuesday. The paper will inform you of the 
topic to discuss with your child in order to help them with the content of their writing the following day.  
Discussion topics might be:  

 Local / school / class issues and/or news related.  

 Personal, social or emotional related themes.  

 Curriculum related issues e.g. linked to class topics.  

 Pupil generated interests and requests. 

To help your child get the most out of their Talk Homework task, Ros Wilson, the creator of Big 
Writing, suggests that we try to do the following: 
 

 Encourage as many family members as possible to be involved in Talk Homework, possibly 
around the meal table. 

 Switch off the T.V. and try to ensure this is dedicated talking and listening time. 

 When giving your opinion, use the ‘because’ word to explain why you think that. 

 Give the possible opinions of two contrasting family members who are not present for the talk, 
and use the ‘because’ word to explain why they may be different. 

 Ask others around the table to give their opinions and to use the ‘because’ word. 

 Ask your child his / her opinion and ask them to use the ‘because’ word. 

 Link the topic you are given to discuss back to something you remember from when you were 
a child and say why things may be different now. Project forward to how things may be 
different in the future. 

 
Children will share the content of their discussions in class the following day, comparing thoughts and 
ideas. We hope that this becomes a highly motivating and enjoyable experience. 
 
Further information about Big Writing will be put on our school website shortly, but if you require any 
support or clarification about how to conduct Talk Homework, please contact your child’s class 
teacher.   

Many thanks 

Kirsty Fairclough 


