
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Class 1! 
Dear Families,  

I hope you have had a lovely time over the summer and I am sure you are ready to start the new school year.  The children have 

already shown that they are ready for the new challenges and approaches to learning that Year 1 has to offer! If you have any 

queries please do not hesitate to contact me.  You are always welcome in the classroom before or after school for a chat. 

 

Best Wishes, Lucy Dawe. 

 Transition from Reception to Year 1… 

 

Our aim is to ensure that the children experience a smooth transition from the Foundation Stage to Key Stage 1.  The Year 1 

curriculum builds upon and extends the experiences that children have had in Reception.  Learning through play will continue 

and be an important part of the school day, with some more formal learning approaches being applied as the year goes on.   

Working in this way should ensure they remain motivated, enthusiastic and eager learners.   

This half term our topic is “Down at the bottom of the garden.” It is designed to be a flexible topic that allows learning activities 

to be led by the children’s experiences and interests. 

 

Blog… 

Follow our class blog for information and regular updates from Class 1!  

https://classrld.wordpress.com/ 

 

The Class 1 Team… 

Teacher Miss Dawe 

Teaching Assistants  

Mrs Stephens 

Miss Burns 

 

Every other Thursday Miss  

Watton will teach Class 1 to cover Miss Dawe’s PPA time. 

(Begins 15/9) 

 

PE… 

This term we are lucky enough to have Plymouth Argyle 

coming in to deliver some sessions either on football or tag 

rugby. These sessions will be on a Thursday starting 15
th
 

September so please ensure your child has their PE kit in 

school. 

Independence in Class 1… 

Learning to be an independent individual is a fundamental part of Key Stage 1.  Your child will be provided with opportunities to 

make independent choices and to build upon the life skills they began to develop in Class R.  In Class 1 your child is expected to: 

 Take responsibility for their belongings. (Hang up their own coat and bag, look after jumpers/ water bottles etc)  

 Change their own reading books. 

 Tidy up after themselves. 

 Drink plenty of water and re-fill their drinks bottles as needed. 

 Get themselves changed for PE. 

 

We greatly appreciate your support with this. 

https://classrld.wordpress.com/


Literacy in Class 1… 

Letters & Sounds… 

As they did last year, your child will take part in daily letters and sounds sessions.  Letters and sounds is a systematic 

programme for teaching phonic skills, with the aim of children becoming fluent readers and writers by the end of Key 

Stage 1.  Sessions last for 20 minutes and are fun and fast paced!  The children are streamed across Key Stage 1, meaning 

their group is targeted at their specific level.  Your child will then be given plenty of opportunities to apply their phonic 

knowledge through practical activities and play in the classroom.   

The website www.phonicsplay.co.uk has interactive games and ideas for practicing phonics at home.  There are also tons 

of phonics apps, a few we use in class are: Forest Phonics, Mr Thorne Does Phonics, Twinkl Phonics. 

Reading… 

As in Class R, children in Class 1 will read every day. This may be sometimes as an individual, a group, as a whole class 

or with a partner and may not always be from a book and cannot always be recorded.  

In school we use a wide range of resources that are designed to help us learn and practise these skills e.g. books, labels, 

games, CDs, computer activities as well as the daily play opportunities that are designed to enrich the children’s language 

skills.   Our classroom environment will reflect the importance of a language-rich approach to reading via the wealth of 

signs and notices that will accompany each activity and which will be changed as appropriate. 

   
We will be choosing books from the class and school library. Children will be taught to change these independently and 

as regularly as they wish.  It is always helpful if they are kept in book bags.  It is entirely normal that children will bring 

home the same book for more than one day. As boring as this may seem to you we do ask you to be as enthusiastic on 

day 5 as you were on day 1! Your child will have chosen the book for a good reason – they love the story; they like the 

pictures; or simply because it gives them confidence because they know the story. By uncritically praising all their efforts 

your child will become confident and ready to read. 

  
Another resource will be the reading scheme books. Your child will be given the opportunity to change their books on a 

daily basis.  There will always be an adult available to support them in this but we encourage them to have a go 

independently!  In Class 1 we encourage children to choose a book which they are comfortable with reading alongside a 

more challenging book that they might like to share with an adult or sibling, so please don’t worry if they come home 

with a variety of reading scheme books. 

 

As the reading scheme books are designed for supporting specific reading skills it is equally important children share 

books other than the reading scheme books.  They will have familiar books at home that they love to hear and may 

choose from the school and class library a book as regularly as they wish. It is equally important that children experience 

print in other forms (signs, notices, non fiction books etc)   

 

 

 

 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


Writing… 

 

In Year 1 we continue to focus of letter formation – making sure your child starts their letters in the correct places, uses 

capital and small letters correctly and that letters face the right way (DON’T PANIC if they seem to be doing this a lot…it 

is very common and eventually the letter ‘b’ will stop being a letter ‘d’!).  This is done through adult modelling and daily 

practice in Letters and Sounds.   

 

Your child will then be given plenty of opportunities to apply their phonic knowledge through practical activities and play 

in the classroom.  This includes writing their name, writing signs and labels for their work and the classroom. 

 

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me.   

Maths in Class 1… 

 

Here are a few ideas to reinforce your child’s maths learning at home. A few questions on one of the following topics a 

few times a week is all that’s needed – perhaps while you’re driving along in the car, or cooking tea – I’m not suggesting 

long pencil and paper sessions!  You will also find links to maths apps and songs we use in class on the class blog. 

One of our recurring topics is one more than, one less than. We encourage the children to think of the 100 square. They 

then look for the number one back, or one forward. Alternatively, they may count backwards or forwards. 

Once they are confident with this, we move on to 10 more than, and 10 less than. We encourage the children to find the 

pattern of looking above or below the number to find 10 more or less than their starting number. 

We also do lots of work on number bonds. The children are challenged to find as many ways as they can to make 5, 6, 7, 

8, 9 or 10. 

Two common things they forget are – to reverse ways (eg 3+2=5, so another way is 2+3=5) and to include 0 (eg 5+0=5, 

and 0+5=5) 

Another topic we work on is money. A lot of children get muddled about which coins actually exist – they will suggest 

using a 7p coin for example. So appropriate questions would be “how much is 5p and 3p?, what coins could we use to 

make that?”,  “I buy a banana costing 7p. I pay with a 10p coin. How much change will I get? What coins might my 

change be?”  

  

  

  

Homework in Class 1… 

 

At the beginning of every half term a letter will be sent out explaining what our topic is and a range of activities you may like to 

do with your child at home to support their learning.  

The sheet also includes a list of spellings and learn it’s for you to practice with your child.  

Learn it’s are part of our BigMaths scheme we use and are a list of number facts your child should be able to recall the answer to 

quickly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Wishes 

 

 

  



  

 

 
 


